MYSTERY SURROUNDS CAUSE
OF NEW YORK BLASTS—
DEATHS MAY REACH 40

New York, July 31.—Mystery
still surrounds real cause of explo-
slon and fire which early Sunday
morning ocourred on Black Tom
Island, Whether a fire starting on
the barge loaded with nitro-collulose
or igniton of four {reight cars lond-
ed with high explosives was the
exact cause neter will b known.

Conditon of the area of devesta-
tion mada it impoasible today to ex-
aming the gcene of the first terrific
impaots. Flpmes were still fluring
from the wreckage of railroad curs
and warehouses:

Deail, missing and injured were
mere esiimates up to noon today.
Only two known dead weore marked
down. Twenty-five others ure miss-
ing mndd 110 are known to have been
injured.

Estimates of property damage run
all the way from $20,000.000 to $50,-
00000,  Shattered glass alone in
Jersey Clty, Brooklyn. Manhattan
and w doxen surrounding cities and
hamlets {s estimated at over & mil-
lion dollars.

Four separute |nvestigations start-
ed today by the raliroad companies.
Jersey Clty authorities, the state and
the federal government.

Jarsay City, July 31.—0n charges
of “eriminal and gross negligence”
two men weare to be arraigned today
for thelr nlleged part in the 19 000~
000 explosion on Black Tom penin-
sula. They were Albert M. Dickman,
Loehigh Valloy pailroad agent, wlioss
station wns Biack Tom i=sland and
Alexunder Dnvidson, sup't of Nation-
al Storage Co's wareshouses on the
plers.

Warrant for the arrest of Theo-
dore EL Johnson, pres. Johnson
Lighterage Co., was (ssued, but serv-
fee on him has not yet been obtalned.
Johnson and Davidson are charged
with negligence in permitting n tug
o tie a burge |oaded with dangerpus

exploslves to the pier. Dickman is
charged with permitting Box cars
londed with high explokives (o be
pliced on m mailroad siding in o posi=
tion where danger from fire or ex-
plosion was greal. The three men are
specifically charged with causing the
death of Capt. Cormneliun Leyden of
the Lehigh Valley's milway pollee,
ote of the victims of the sxplasion,

New York, July 31.—Mis=s Liberiy's
gown was tom a little and some of
ber skin pubictured by shrapnel bul-
lets—but the famois statue on Bed-
loe's island today was found to be
surprisingly free from Injury, con-
tdering ity locatlon less than a mils
from Bluck Tom peninsuls, Many
freukish  invidenta  were reported
here und elyewhers

The maln door giving entrance to
the Statue of Lilierty was wrenched
Of its hinges us by & glant hand;
the dpan cover to a powdar, maga-
zine was lorti awasyall doors were
crushed In and probably s hundred
bolts Joinlng the plates which enme-
pose. the giant figure were broken or
shearad off,

Paliceniun Hinry Dolerty, patenl-
ling the wuter front in Jerey City
found humsell o the water, with
every stitch of his cloling steipped

from hilm except o sort of breech
cloth.
Cliarles Cutler, Dbargeman, was

hurlisd high Into the alr and landed
safuly and softfy ln o cur of borux,

Invmigrants wt s Iskhnd wers
thankful for what was apparently a
riit of heavy slieep ekin lined over-
coatk:  Nobody knows where (hey
came frium

Not n solitary window in the 13-
story bullding ocenpied by the New
York Piate Gilass losurance Com=
pany. which will have to pay milllons
in insuranee for smashed windows in
and wround New York., was broken
aithough those in nearly every build-
ing wround weer shattered,

A janitor jo a bullding far down
town forgol to clos: windows in the
structure, when he left Satunday




